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Black Virgin of Montserrat, patrons of Cat- 
alonia, extends her golden orb to a pilgrim, u ho 
olTc?r> a kiss in hope of blessing. 


Sacred Citadel of Montserrat Nests 
in a Mist -clouded Crown of Pinnacles 

W hile Spain lav under the heel of the Moor.'. pn>u> 
Christian? retreated to the craggy height? ol Mont- 
serrat to venerate the Virgin Mary, whose pres- 
ence, thev believed, dwelt in the holy mountain. 

Near one of the lofty hermitages, a Benedictine 
monastery rose in the 11th century; it flourished 
with reports of miracle** worked by the Virgin. 
Her presence took visible form. Spaniards say, in 
the 12th-century Romanesque carving ol dark 
cned wood (above I. A- the fame of the Black 
Virgin spread throughout the world, the devout 
in multitudes climbed the sleep road to the shrine. 

In J 522 a wounded soldier limped up the moun- 
tain. seeking solace from the Madonna Ignatiu- 
Loyola placed his sword on the altar, knelt in 
vigil through the night, then to^e to rent/ u nee the 
world and dedtt ale his lite to her service He 
founded the Socieiv ol Jesiis and became a 'Uini 

Today Benedictine monk' maintain a Ji n i.r n' h »■ 
volume lib ran and a printing 'hop. established 
in 149 * 1 . At vespers, choirboy- of the Kscolania. 
among the oided conservatories in Kurope. ung 
the "Salve Regina." a prayer that Coin ml.»u- heard 
every evening on his voyage to the New World. 
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